SIR JOHN POPHAM

[Born 1531. Lawyer. Educated at Balliol College, Oxford. M.P.
for Bristol 1571-83. Privy Councillor 1571. He drafted a Bill for
preventing idleness by setting the poor to work f 1572) and later drafted
the Act for transporting vagabonds. Solicitor-General 15 79. Speaker
of the House of Commons 15 80 : on being asked by Queen Elizabeth,
shortly after the prorogation of Parliament, what'had passed in the
House, he replied, If it please your Majesty, seven weeks. Attorney-
General 1581. Lord Chief Justice and knighted 1592. He presided
at the trials of Essex, Raleigh and the Gunpowder Plotters. He died
in 1607.]
HE for severall yeares addicted himselfe but little to the
Studie of the Lawes, but profligate company, and was
wont to tak a purse with them. His wife considered her
and his condition, and at last prevailed with him to lead another
life, and to stick to the Studie of the Lawe; which upon her
importunity he did, being then about thirtie yeares old. He
spake to his wife to provide a very good Entertainment for his
Camerades, to take his Leave of them, and after that day fell
extremely hard to his Studie, and profited exceedingly. He was
a strong, stout man, and could endure to sit at it day and night,
became eminent in his calling, had good practise; called to be a
serjeant, and a Judge.
Sir John Dayrell of Littlecote in Com. Wilts having gott
his Ladie's waiting woman with child, when her travell came
sent a servant with a horse for a midwife, whom he was to
bring hood-winked. She was brought and layd the woman,
but as soon as the child was borne, she saw the Knight take
the Child and murther it, and burn it in the fire in the chamber.
She having donne her businesse was extraordinarily rewarded
for her paines, and sent blinfold away. This horrid Action
did much run in her mind, and she had a desire to discover it,
but knew not where 'twas. She considerd with her selfe the
time that she was riding, and how many miles might be rode at
that rate in that time, and that it must be some great person's
house, for the roome was twelve foot high; and she could
knowe the chamber if she sawe it. She went to a Justice of
peace, and search was made. The very chamber found. The
Knight was brought to his Tryall, and, to be short, this Judge
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